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Research on Personal Carbon Trading in China
WANG Yang, KE Hua

Abstract: At present, China’ s carbon market has been fully launched, but the main trading entities
are key emission enterprises. Personal carbon trading has a good foundation for implementation in Chi-
na. Under the cap and trade principle, personal carbon trading could promote the optimal allocation of
carbon market resources, stimulate market vitality, and boost China to prove the commitment of na-
tional determined contributions (NDCs). Practice has proved that individuals could accumulate tradable
carbon emissions through carbon sinks. Carbon emission right has the attribute of both public and private
rights. Through the perspective of the genealogy of property rights, its quasi-property right attribute is
gradually clear, and the attributes of its environmental rights and development rights imply that individ-
uals and communities could all serve as rights subjects. The drawbacks of the relevant systems under the
framework of UNFCCC are gradually exposed In order to integrate the international carbon market and
adapt to the development of the domestic carbon market, China should enact supporting laws as soon as
possible.

Key words: carbon emission right; carbon sinks; quast-property right; national determined contribu-

tions; personal carbon trading



