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Urban Quality, Talent Concentration and Urban Innovation
GAO Yun-hong, CHEN Min

Abstract: Based on the endogenous growth theory, an innovative growth model of talent agglomeration
is constructed, and the mechanism among urban quality, talent agglomeration and urban innovation is
discussed. The panel data of 277 prefecture-level cities and above in China from 2008 to 2020 are select-
ed for empirical testing, and the results show that urban quality significantly improve the level of urban
innovation by absorbing talent agglomeration. The heterogeneity analysis shows that compared with su-
per-megacities and megacities, the innovation growth of large cities and small and medium-sized cities is
more dependent on urban quality. The marginal contribution of urban quality to urban innovation in the
area east of the Huanyong Line is greater than that of the area west of the Huanyong Line. The quality
of cities in urban agglomerations plays a greater role in promoting urban innovation. Therefore, the level
of urban innovation can be improved by creating excellent urban quality, differentiating the implementa-
tion of urban quality-driven strategies, and innovating talent introduction mechanisms.

Key words: talent concentration; urban quality; urban innovation; allocation of innovation factors
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