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On the International Rivers in China: From the Perspective
of Law and Policy
WANG Ming-yuan, HAO Shao-ying

Abstract: The development, utilization and protection of international rivers have important influence
on the sustainable development of China and other riparian countries concerned. The authors analyzed
Chinese laws and policies on international rivers in this paper in view of the issues existing in the devel-
opment, utilization and protection of international rivers in China. On the premise of complying with
the development trend of international water law, drawing lessons from the basic theories of modern in-
ternational water law and abiding by the basic principles of international law, the authors analyzed the
potential impact of the entry into force of the “Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of
International Watercourses” on China’s realities. In addition, the authors put forward several recom-
mendations on the development, utilization and protection of international rivers in China, including ex-
panding international river treaties and perfecting Chinese laws and policies on international rivers.

Key words: international river; development; utilization and protection; international water law; law

and policy



