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Study of China’s Environmental History and Its Contemporary
Enlightenment: A Comparative Analysis of the “The Retreat of
the Elephants” and “China: Environmental History”
ZHANG Qi. BAO Zhi-ming

Abstract; “The Retreat of The Elephants: An Environmental history of China” and “China: Its Envi-
ronmental History” written by foreign scholars and translated into Chinese in 2014 and 2015 are extraor-
dinary both in academic value and practical significance. This paper analyzes the similarities and differ-
ences between the two books in terms of contents, opinions and methods, and points out that there are
three aspects of enlightenment for the study of environmental issues in China: issue orientation and val-
ues considering the history, focusing on the interactive relationship, the alterity and comparison in
methodology. And thus a pluralistic, dynamic and introspective research perspective, as well as some
progressive community-governance practices are recommended for the current environmental problems.
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