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Harm and Justice: An Environmental Perspective
ZHAO Chuang

Abstract: Environmental harm has become a public harm that cannot be ignored, along with the aggra-
vation of environmental pollution. However, some environmental harm is perceived to be legitimate and
lawful. The systematic and structural elements behind the harm makes it concealed and obscure. Justice
discussion focuses on the concealed harm with the examples of air quality standard and Ocean Park. Un-
der the discussion, the disappearance of the environmental injustice is examined , and consequently the
ignored injustice is explored by virtue of theories of justice on distribution, recognition, participation and
capability. Based on the study, the paper finds that the system is playing a wrong or improper role,
which should be changed in response to environmental injustice. However, because of recognition of
differences, just relations between the community and the individual are concerned when state favors the
environmental protection. There are tensions and conflicts between individual right of choices and state
power of intervention, which are also the issues argued in general discussion of justice. But a balanced
way is supposed to be discovered to guarantee both the individual freedom and the state responsibility.

Key words: environmental harm; environmental justice; environmental governance; justice
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