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The Fragmentation of Global Climate Politics:
An Institutional Structure
ZHAO Bin

Abstract: Climate change is a hotspot in international studies, and it is helpful to do theoretical inter-
pretation in order to fully recognize the puzzles in the process itself and even bring back realistic enlight-
enment for solutions. With a detailed analysis of the institutional structure of global climate politics, this
paper holds the view that the regime complex which includes the dominant UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol
mechanisms and Paris Agreement is fragmentated. That is to say, the constant rule making and its legal-

&

ization process would cause the “congestion” of international institutions, which means the interest
fragmentation and grouping, along with the fragmentation of United Nations’ climate regimes, the o-
verlapping of climate and energy multilateral forums and other international environmental institutions or
unrelated international institutions It is urgent for the emerging powers to deepen coordination, collab-
oration and cooperation under the system effects and chaotic fragmentation, so as to improve the devel-
opment and good governance of global climate politics.
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