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1. His Grace the Fourth Duke of Marlborough was noted for the open-handed hos-
pitality which reigned at Blenheim, the family seat, during his regime. One day on going in
to luncheon it was discovered that there were thirty guests present, whereas the table only
held covers for twenty-one. ‘Oh, well,” said the Duke, not a whit abashed, ‘some of us

will have to eat standing up. > Everybody, of course, roared with laughter.
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2: When I go into a bank I get rattled. The clerks rattle me; the wickets rattle me;

the sight of the money rattles me; everything rattles me
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3: He crawled to the middle of the room. Then he rose. Great Heaven It was the
Prime Minister of England. “You ” said the detective. “Me,” said the Prime Minister.

“You have come in regard to the kidnapping of the Prince of Wurttemberg ”
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Translating Leacock in China: A Retrospection

ZHANG Yan-feng, DONG Yuan-xing

Abstract: As a political economist, Stephen Leacock, a famous Canadian humorist, has a deeper un-

derstanding of human nature and society than any other humorists. His works showed a combination of

comedy and tragedy and have been translated into dozens of languages, including Chinese, for their u-

nique artistic value and deep insight In China, the systematic study of his works was initiated in 1992,

and the first translation dated back to 1932. Nowadays there are totally 14 Chinese versions which are

different in the paratexts and linguistic features, so there is a great research scope in the translation of

his works from the perspective of cultural and linguistic context. By delving into the translation of Lea-

cock in China, we will analyze the reception and interpretation of Canadian humor in China in a more

profound way and thus better understand the humorous spirit in Chinese literature.

Key words: Leacock; humor literature; textual context; humorous spirit
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