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Sun Benwen and the Construction of Social Psychology
in Early Chinese Public Opinion Research
WANG Yingji. FENG Li

Abstract: Sun Benwen achieved his status as the founder of sociology and social psychology in China
with his doctoral dissertation “China in the American Press” (1925), “The Principles of Sociology”
(1935/1944), “Social Psychology” (1946) and other works. He can also be regarded as one of the pio-
neers and founders of modern Chinese public opinion research In these pioneering works, he studied the
phenomenon of public opinion from the perspective of social psychology (sociology) extensively and con-
tinuously. For a long time, however, his outstanding achievements in the study of public opinion and
communication have been covered by his sociologist’s identity, which is little known by the public. By
analyzing Sun’s thoughts of public opinion, we can clearly see that he has made a very excellent contri-
bution to the construction of social psychology tradition of early public opinion in China. And from the
beginning, he devoted himself to the practice of the study of public opinion in China,
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