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Institutional Space and Acting Strategies of ENGOs’ Participation
in Environmental Governance
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Abstract: ENGOs’ positive participation in environmental governance is an important part of China’ s
ecological civilization construction and an ideal situation which the government is willing to see. The Chi-
nese government has introduced a number of targeted institutional arrangements to regulate the political
opportunities and resources available to ENGOs, and then to regulate their participation in environmen-
tal governance. According to the adjustment object and function positioning, these institutional arrange-
ments can be divided into four types: opportunity extension institutions, opportunity contraction insti-
tutions, resource support institutions and resource extraction institutions. Behind these four types are
different expectations of government In order to adapt to these institutional arrangements, ENGOs
have adopted strategies such as avoidance, utilizing fully and contingency at the political opportunity
level, and strategies such as “weaning off foreign milk”, “eating breast milk” and diversification at the
resource level
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