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On the Construction of Independence and System of
Environmental Crime
SU Yong-sheng

Abstract: The independence of environmental crime means that the environmental crime has its own in-
dependent character, and the evaluation to it in criminal law is not restricted by other crimes. The sys-
tem of environmental crime means that the crime is a system composed of many specific crimes. The real-
istic significance of constructing the independence and system of environmental crime is to respond to the
political objectives of constructing ecological civilization, govern environmental crime effectively, realize
the legalization of environmental crime governance and respond to the formation of ecological law sys-
tem. From the perspective of legislative style, the independence of environmental crime is more inclined
to the legislative style of combining single penal law with subsidiary penal law. Under the legislative
style of the codification, based on the particularity of environmental crime in endangered result, the
crime should be promoted from “section” crime to “chapter” crime, arranged after the crime of endange-
ring public security and expressed as “the crime of polluting environment and destroying ecology”.,
namely, two major categories: the crime of polluting environment and the crime of destroying ecolo-
gy. The former asks for the decomposing of the crime of polluting environment and the increase of the
new specific crimes. The latter requires both the increase of the new type of crime and the setting up of
the crime of destroying ecology in the whole sense.
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