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The Structure and Enlightenment of the Forced Pooling
System of Shale Gas in America
LIU Chao

Abstract: The shale gas industry has been positioned as a national strategic emerging industry and the govern—
ment has introduced a number of industrial policies to support it. However the industrial development is far from
the expected goal which is caused by the institutional constraints in China’s current shale gas ownership sys—
tem. Considering the “shale gas revolution” in the US it’s the rule of forced pooling that provides us an impor—
tant institutional experience. This rule has corrected the intrinsic plight of the capture rule within the existing pro—
duction of oil as well as gas resources and innovated the equity mode between the rights of shale gas resources”
subjects and other relevant subjects. In order to improve China’s rule design of shale gas industry we can learn
from the forced pooling rule in the US such as expanding the real rights of shale gas concession and improving
rule design to enhance the protection of relevant subjects” interests which includes the right to require the signing
of an adjacent contractual relation the right to choose the mode of cooperation with the shale gas mining rights
and the acquisition of reasonable economic compensation.
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