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Overcoming the Development Trap: An Analysis of Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era
WU Yan-bin

Abstract: At present, the situation at home and abroad is undergoing profound and complex chan-
ges. While China has a bright prospect for development, it is also facing very serious challenges. The
challenges on the road of development mainly include: the discourse trap on the value system, the insti-
tutional trap on the road of development, the “Middle-income trap” on the stage of development, the
“Tacitus trap” on political trust and the “Thucydides trap” on national relations. Xi Jinping thought on
socialism with Chinese characteristics for a new era has a clear theoretical approach to China’ s develop-
ment trap, which is embodied in the following aspects: uphold institutional self-confidence so as to avoid
institutional pitfalls on the road of development under the overall strategy of law-based governance; put
forward and implement new development concepts on transforming development mode so as to avoid the
“Middle-income trap” across the development stage; promote the modernization of party and state gov-
ernance systems and governance capacity in a comprehensive manner so as to avoid the Tacitus trap of
political trust; propose the idea of a community of shared future for mankind so as to avoid the
“Thucydides trap” in national relations.

Key words: Xi Jinping; New era; Socialist thought with Chinese characteristics; development trap
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