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Dialectical Interpretation and Ecological Value of Marx
Productivity Concept
XU Hai~hong

Abstract: In the traditional concept, the capacity for human to obtain material goods was explained as
productivity. The development of productivity is the process of conquering and transforming the nature,
which leads to the domination of the nature. Marx’s concept of productivity is the force to promote social
progress during human labor. It is a force that both laborers and nature exchange material, information
and energy to promote economic development and environmental protection. Both dimensions of quality
and quantity are contained in Marx’s concept of productive forces. To develop the productivity, we
should strengthen the accumulation of quantities and pay attention to the quality improvement. Marx’s
concept of productivity provides us with a new theoretical perspective, namely, to examine the defects
of the development of traditional productivity from the dialectical relations between the qualities and
quantity of productivity, to integrate the development of the quality of the productive forces into the
mechanism and evaluation mechanism for the development of productive forces, and to establish a new
concept of development of productive forces. To re-understand Marx’s theory of productivity requires
mankind to produce and create material information at the same time, to promote the exchange of benign
material between man and nature and promote the development of China’s green industry in the qualita-
tive development of enhancing productivity, to build a community of human and natural destiny, and to
promote the transformation of economic development from rapid development to high-quality develop-
ment and seek possible solutions to the major social conflicts in the new era.
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