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Excellence, Equity and Diversity: An Exploration of the Admission

Goals at Selective Colleges and Universities in the United States
WAN Yuan, Joseph Soares

Abstract: Excellence, equity and diversity are the common admission goals at selective colleges and uni-
versities in the United States. Excellence is associated with the quality of admitted students, equity with
the fairness and transparency of admission outcomes, and diversity with crafting a class of mix students
with desired demographic and talent characteristics. All the selective colleges and universities in the U-
nited States conduct holistic review by considering multiple factors under the three categories—appli-
cants’ academic achievement, personality and talents, and contextual characteristics, to achieve the
three goals. However, there are still controversies over the three goals and the evaluating approach,
and there are improvements can be made as well. The experience from the U. S can enlighten the com-
prehensive evaluation reform in high-level universities in China,

Key words: excellence; equity; diversity; the United States; selective colleges and universities; ad-

mission goal
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