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Mandatory or Voluntary: The Choice of Carbon Label Legislation
LUO Ying, WANG Yue

Abstract: Carbon labeling system is widely used abroad for its substantive environmental effective-
ness In response to the green trade barriers, some enterprises in China have begun to attach carbon la-
bels for the products, and by the end of 2016, the State Council enacted a series of policies including
“Suggestions on the establishment of a unified system of green product standards, certification and iden-
tification” to promote the development of green labeling system. However, the deficiencies and vacancies
in the existing law make the implementation of carbon identification system in multiple plights, among
which choosing the mandatory or voluntary enforcement is to be solved urgently. Therefore, with the
enlightenment of external experience, guided by indigenous need, using the government intervention
boundary based on legitimacy, appropriateness and proportionality, this paper proposes to choose the
decentralized legislation model to promote the implementation of the carbon identification system with
the “first voluntary and partial compulsory” stage plan.

Key words: carbon label; information regulation; government intervention boundary
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