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China’s Legislative Perfection in the Field of the Compensation
for Nuclear Damage
CAI Xian-feng

Abstract: China is in the period of transition from a major country of nuclear power to a powerful coun-
try of nuclear power, and from the importation of nuclear technology and equipment to the exportation
of them. The use of nuclear energy would have a tremendous risk to the safety of the nation, the envi-
ronment and the public in case of a nuclear accident. A series of hard legal issues should be cracked and
clarified in China’s legislation in the field of the compensation for nuclear damage such as the indemnitor
or compensator and indemnitee, the measure of indemnity and the amount of compensation, compulsory
liability insurance and mandatory financial security or guarantee, rights of recourse, the settlement of
compensation disputes, jurisdiction, limitation of liability in time, national responsibility or liability
and cross-border damage. China should enact Atomic Energy Law or Nuclear Safety Law and stipulate
detailed clauses concerning the compensation for nuclear damage in special chapters, but it would much
better to promulgate and enforce the Law of the Compensation for Nuclear Damage.

Key words: legislation for nuclear safety; nuclear accident; compensation for nuclear damage



