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Review of the Administrative Penalty System for Excessive

Sewage Discharge

— Discussing from 603 Yuan Fine Event of Jiangsu Gaoyou Bright
Chemical Plant

WU Wei—xing

Abstract: The recent 603— yuan fine event of Gaoyou Guangming Chemical Factory make us ponder Par-
agraph 1 of Article 74 of “Water Pollution Prevention Law” . whose fine setting mode has some innova-
tive, but can not avoid the phenomenon of “Jigingjichong” . What” s the meaning of “sewage charge a-
mount to be paid” Two administrative interpretation of the Ministry of Environmental Protection as
well as some local legislation give different definitions. Through literal interpretation and historical inter-
pretation method, “sewage charge amount to be paid” should be calculated based on emission type,
concentration and quantity during the actual illegal discharge of pollutants. Administrative interpretation
of the Ministry of Environmental Protection and some local legislation are inconsistent with the legisla-
tive intent of “Water Pollution Prevention Law” . We can improve the fine setting mode to the existing
“Water Pollution prevention law” through three different ways

Key words: excessive emission; multiple numerial value; sewage charge amount to be paid; interpreta-

tion of the law; appropriateness between fault and punishment



