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Local Climate Change Legislation of US from
Perspective of Federalism
WANG Hui

Abstract; Under the convention of environmental cooperative federalism, federal governments enact na-
tional environmental law, which will be implemented by local governments. However, in the context of
climate change, when federal governments do nothing, local governments play an important role in cli-
mate change legislation. From the perspective of economics, local climate change law is irrational prod-
uct. This is because local climate change law can’t solve the problem of global climate change. According
to the practice of local climate change law, we find that local climate change law is based on moral ratio-
nalism, political rationalism and economical rationalism, and it is democracy laboratory of competitive
federalism.

Key words: climate change; federal legislation; local legislation; federalism



