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On Legal Liability of Unauthorized Seal Damage and
Other Environmental Violations
— Also on the Connection between the Article 23, 2 of
the “Rules for the Implementation of Seizure and Detention by the
Environmental Protection Departments” and “Public Security

Administration Punishment Law”
ZHU Xiao, DING Lin

Abstract: Under the background that enviromental pollution is attracting more and more attention,
“Environment Protection Law” has been revised, and environmental law enforcement has been en-
hanced, the cases of the same violations with different punishment happen repeatedly. Because of the
disconnection between the Article 23, 2 of the “Rules for the Implementation of Seizure and Detention by
the Environmental Protection Departments” and “Public Security Administration Punishment law”,
there is no uniform standard for punishment of environmental violations such as unauthorized destruction
of seals. Based on the analysis of the rationality in theory and the summary of the experience in law en-
forcement, environmental violations such as unauthorized destruction of seals should have similar penal-
ties with illegal activities like impeding law enforcement, hiding, transferring, selling or damaging the
seized property. First, through administrative interpretation, the Ministry of Public Security could re-
fine the interpretation on the article 60 of “Public Security Administration Punishment Law” about the
obstruction of administrative law enforcement activities. Second, the Environmental Protection Depart-
ment and the Ministry of Public Security could directly revise the normative documents to make clear of
the punishment of these illegal activities to guide the practice of environmental law enforcement. How-
ever, the problem of disconnection between the Article 23. 2 of the “Rules for the Implementation of
Seizure and Detention by the Environmental Protection Departments” and “Public Security Administra-
tion Punishment Law” can not be finally settled until legislation is amended.

Key words: seal up or seize up; unauthorized destruction of seals; public security administration pun-

ishment law; administrative detention
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