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On the Culture Governance of University in the Construction

of Modern University System

— From the Perspective of New Institutionalism in Sociology
ZHANG Ji-ming, YU Min

Abstract: The new institutionalism theory of sociology indicates that the relationship between university
culture and the institution determines whether the new system design can obtain a sufficient legitimacy
foundation. There are bureaucratism culture, parochial utilitarian culture, instrumentalism culture and
special acquaintance culture and many other negative samples in Chinese university culture, leading to
the failure of transforming system concept of modern university into institutional practice. Consequent-
ly, a new university culture is required to construct so as to provide the basis of legitimacy for the design
of scientific system. The construction of the new university culture should follow the basic paradigm of
“respecting the logic of the university and the following the characteristics of the times and based on the
Chinese characteristics” . It is a task of top priority to establish the college concept of academic orienta-
tion, to revive the cultural tradition of the construction of the motherland and family, to strengthen le-
galized thought and procedural justice consciousness and to implement the socialist core values. The con-
struction of new culture of university will fundamentally promote the system innovation of Chinese uni-
versity and provide the system guarantee for the Double First-rate construction.

Key words: modern university system; university culture; culture governance; new institutionalism in

sociology
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