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MAIN ABSTRACTS

Distinction between EIA and SA’s Denotation as well as Institutional Perfection — A Reflection on Environ-
mental Laws Based on Tianjin Explosion Accident HUANG Xi-sheng, HE Jiang

The confusion between Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Safety Assessment (SA) is
rooted in the institutional design where these two assessments have an overlap. They have similar assess-
ment technologies as a consequence of their connection in the source of institutions, and they have the
same management systems because of their identical functions. The basic principle to clarify the denota-
tive meanings of these two concepts lie in their difference in emphasis: SA emphasizes the importance of
avoiding personal and property risks, while EIA emphasizes ecologic risks. Although an “integrated risk
assessment” that combines EIA and SA has been tried in practice, the cost of this innovative measure is
rather prohibitive in the institutional context of China. The society will gain more real benefits if the
Safety Assessment Law is enacted and the “integrated risk assessment” expert consulting system is es-
tablished It is advisable to guarantee the rationality of professors by standardizing assessment procedure

and accountability and to realize the deliberative democracy through information release and public hear-

ing.

Research on the Regional Differences and Influencing Mechanism of Low-carbon Agricultural Development
in China TIAN Yun, ZHANG Jun-biao, CHEN Chi-bo

This paper uses DEA-Malmquist model to investigate the level of low-carbon agricultural develop-
ment of 30 provinces in China, and conducted a comparative analysis of the spatial differences. Tobit
model is then used to explore the main factors influencing the changes. The result shows that : 1) The
provinces where the level of low-carbon agricultural development is high were mainly distributed in east-
ern and central China, while the western provinces show low level in the development. Based on the ab-
solute differences of respective low-carbon agricultural productivity, 30 provinces can be categorized into
such five groups as very fast, fast, average, slow and slowing down in terms of their speed in action. 2)
In promoting low-carbon agriculture, agricultural frontier technology plays a more important role while
the technical efficiency improvement is relatively insignificant. The technical efficiency decomposition
shows that scale efficiency is more important than pure technical efficiency. 3) Before the Na 1 Central
Document with farmer— benefiting policy was released, the development of low-carbon agriculture in the
country was mainly affected by the level of primary education and economic development, natural disas-
ters and other factors; After that, it was mainly influenced by agricultural public investment, opening
degree of agriculture, natural disasters and others. For different areas, whether in the same stage or
not, the factors affecting the development of low carbon agriculture in eastern, central and western re-

gions are different

On the Professional and General Nature of Higher Education ZHANG Yaqun, WANG Yu

From a holistic view, higher education is both professional education and general education with
dual properties of being professional and general. They play their respective role in education ideals,
training objectives, curriculum settings, teaching modes, and education processes. From a practical
point of view, their position and function show difference in different times, nations, and levels. To
develop innovative talents, we should integrate general education and professional education, reform
educational modes and teaching methods, discover and optimize core resources of curriculum, expand

learning in scope and depth, and cultivate common core values.
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